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ENG4903: Young Adult Liferature
Spring2001
Instructor: Dr. Jerie Weasmer
Office: 315C
Phone:6972

L

e-mail: ctjrwl@eiu.edu
Hours: T & R 12:30-2:30
M-W-F by Appointment

Course Description

This course explores issues facing the characters in young adult literature and includes multiple opportunities to selfselect.
Texts:

Fanner, Nancy. A Girl Named Disaster.
Curtis, Christopher Paul. The Watsons Go to Birmingham
Martinez, Victor. Parrrot in the Oven
Tamar, Erika. Fair Game
Nye, N. S. Habbi
Hesse, Karen. Out ofthe Dust
Holliday, Laurel. Why Do They Hate Me?
Lee, Marie. Necessary Roughness
Potok, C. Zebra
Stratton, A Leslie 's Journal
Paulsen, Gary. Soldier's Heart
Hobbs, Will. The Maze
Namioka. Ties That Bind, Ties That Break

Requirements: You must complete all parts of all assignments to receive credit for the class. Attendance is
mandatory. Absences result in-10 points. Perfect attendance results in a bonus of 10 points.
Students with Disabilities: If you have a documented disability and wish to receive academic accommodations,
please contact the Coordinator of the Office of Disability Services (581-6583).

II.

Course Objectives

Upon successful completion of this course you will:
a.
b.
c.

Ill.

Have an enhanced awareness of a variety of human values from the perspective of young adults.
Have explored life experiences of a variety of cultures from the perspective of young adults.
Have examined several award-winning young adult works.

Course Requirements
A

Response

1.

Response journal-Respond to assigned and to self-selected readings in your response
journal Do not read more than 20 pages before responding. Cite the pauages to which
you refer. At the completion of each each week e-mail your responses to me or submit
on disk or in hard cooy.

2.

Listserve-Respond to the readings and to others' responses on the listserve a minimum
of two times weekly. Teach other class members about your book. Validate your
arguments with evidence from class readings.

3.

Formative evaluation-Respond to peers' essays. Document date, title, writer, and
nature of response (i.e. early stages response to content; final draft editing).

1

B.

IV.

Projects
1.

Independent projecst-Select texts from the reading list or from the texts you have not
chosen for your group projects. Respond in your journal as you read. Do not read farther
than 20 pages without stopping to respond [See attached recommended list Most are
available in the library or in my office.] Write an essay supporting an argument grounded
in your text Use correct MLA or APA form (3-page double-spaced min.).

2.

Group projects-Select and sign up to read one of the assigned texts. Respond in your
journal as you read. Meet with your group to discuss the reading. Organize presentations
of the text for your classmates.

Evaluation
Course grade will be determined by the following:

Response journal
Response to peers' essays
Independent project/essays
Group projects-50 points each
Final paper
Attitude, preparedness, involvement in class
interaction
Attendance (each absence)
Bonus for perfect attendance

200 points
50 points
100 points
100 points
100 points
50 points
-10 points
+10 points
600 points

Total

Schedule of Expectations
1/9

1/11

Introductions, Discuss course expectations
Assign portions of Why Do They Hate Me?
Choose one of the following texts for your group project: A Girl Named Disaster, The Watsons Go to
Birmingham, Parrot in the Oven, Fair Game, The lvfaze, Ties That Bind, Ties That Break. Begin reading
and responding.

Why Do They Hate ,\,Je?

1/16

Group meeting on first 1/3 of selected text. Journal due. Most important passage, sentence, word

1/18

Why Do They Hate Me?

1/23

Group meeting on 2nd 1/3 of selected text. Journal due. Creative dramatics.

1/25

Why Do They Hate Afe?

1/30

Group meeting on last 1/3 of selected text. Journal due. Prepare class presentation.

2/1-6

Presentations of texts
Select text for Independent Project. Begin to read and respond

2/8

Zebra

2/13

Journaling on first 1/3 of text due. Discuss character development and conflicts in small groups.

2/15

Zebra

&

'.·

2/20

Joumaling on second 113 of text due. Cultmal differences and honorin~ traditions.

2/22

Zebra

2/27

Joumaling on final 1/3 of text due.

3/1

Zebra

3/6

Paper on independent project due. Share. Respond.

3/8

Revised essay due. Silent sharing. Hand in both drafts.

3/10-18 SpringBreak!!
3/20

Zebra
Choose second text for group project: Habibi, Out ofthe Dust, Necessary Roughness, Leslie's Journal,
Soldier's Heart, Anna ofByzantine.
Begin to read and respond in your journal.

3/22

Joumaling on first 1/3 of group text due. Compare/Contrast with previously read work(s).

3/27

Joumaling on second 1/3 of group text due. Discuss role of language. Discuss social issues.

3/29

Journaling on final 1/3 of group text due. Prepare/Begin? presentations of texts.

4/3-5

Presentations
Select final Independent Project text. Begin to read and respond in your journal.

4/10

Journal on first 1/3 of independent text due. Discuss character development and foreshadowing.

4/12

Journal on second 1/3 of text due. Discuss conflicts and social implications.

4/17

Journal on final 1/3 of text due. Final paper due. Share/Respond

4/24

Revised draft due.

